DEDUCTIVE VS. INDUCTIVE ARGUMENTS
DEDUCTIVE ARGUMENTS  (brittle)
An argument is deductive if the truth of its conclusion follows with absolute certainty from the truth of its premises. 

An argument is deductive if it is either valid or intended to be valid by its speaker.

An argument is valid if and only if it is impossible for its conclusion to be false if its premises are true.  In other words, the only way to get the conclusion to be false is to make one of the premises false.
All swans are birds.

All birds are creatures that hatch from eggs.
(All swans hatch from eggs.
INDUCTIVE

An argument is inductive if its conclusion is intended to follow from its premises with some degree of probability (rather than with absolute certainty).
The deficit has contributed to inflation.  
The deficit has hurt American exports.

(The federal deficit must be reduced.  

Notice that it is conceivable that the conclusion could be false even though the premises were both true.  As a result, this argument is inductive rather than deductive.
An inductive argument can be a good one, even if it is invalid.  A good inductive argument is called strong.  If its premises are true or likely to be true it is cogent.
