REALISM AND THE STATUS OF SENSE DATA 

The realism that Moore espouses in ‘The Refutation of Idealism’ is a kind of naïve realism, since it could not handle the problem of false appearances (i.e. the thing that looks blue but is not, the unbroken pencil in the water, the gray sense data a color blind person gets when looking at red or green, etc.)  To handle false appearances, one must introduce a distinction between sense data and physical objects.  Depending on the relationship viewed between sense data and physical objects, Moore sees three main alternatives for fleshing out his view of sense data:
1. An indirect realist position: Sense-data are non-physical but somehow produced by interactions between physical objects and our senses. 

2. The phenomenalist position: Physical objects are the collection of sense experiences that we have.  For example, in the perception of a coin we actually experience (and anticipate experiencing) a series of color patches and elliptical shapes to which, for practical purposes, it behooves us to assign a uniformity.   

3.  A direct realist position: Sense-data are parts of physical objects so that, for example, visual sense-data are visible parts of the surfaces of physical objects. 

