PAPER TOPICS
Consider the question of whether we really know whether the external world exists and, if so, why.  Choose two or three of the following philosophers and compare the approaches they would use to explain questions of this type, using the essays we have read so far: Moore, Ayer, Carnap, Ryle and Wisdom.
Main Goals

1. Provide an adequate explanation of the philosophical issue in question showing a demonstration of understanding of the approaches each philosopher would take.
2. Explain one or more key arguments from our readings or class discussion that purport to defend or criticize a view that some philosopher we have discussed has taken on the issue.
3. Evaluate the arguments(s) that you have explained (in point 2).  In other words, don’t just explain the arguments but offer some critical or supporting discussion to explain whether you think that it is a good or bad argument, and why.
4. If you can’t come to a conclusion but must end with a question, make that question clear to the reader.
5. For extensive tips on writing a philosophy essay, check the department web page at www.csus.edu/phil/req/writing.htm

6. Write well:

a. Have a useful introduction that prepares the reader.

b. Present your thoughts in an organized and clear manner.

c. Make sure the paper flows logically, with transitions between different points.
d. Write in professional, not a chatty tone, as though you were addressing other philosophers who can think philosophically but may not be familiar with the work of the chosen philosophers on the topic.

e. Write in clear and unambiguous language.

f. Have good grammar and spelling.
7. Formatting:

a. Your paper should be 7 or more pages typed, double-spaced.

b. Have a title page with the class number, your name, the semester, the essay title, the due date.

c. Do not put your name on the remaining pages of the paper.
d. You may use end notes instead of footnotes.
