DEFINITE DESCRIPTIONS

The present King of France is bald.

when there is no King of France?

INTUITIONS

· Is the sentence meaningful but false or

· Is the sentence not meaningful?

Law of the Excluded Middle:  If any given meaningful sentence is false, then its contradiction should be true.

RUSSELL’S ANALYSIS: An Existential Statement

1. There is some X such that X is the present King of France

2. There is no other Y that meets this description
3. X is bald.

FEATURES OF THE ANALYSIS

· Explains how the sentence can be false

· Is consistent with Russell’s analysis of meaning as consisting of denotation or reference
· Explains how the sentence can be meaningful even though there is no denotation for the description (i.e. the description does not pick out anything in the world).

· Doesn’t require the existence of non-existent entities ( preserves the appearances of realism

DONELLAN’S ALTERNATIVE

NONREFERENTIAL USE 

VS. 

REFERENTIAL USE 
· THE PROBLEM OF CONTEXT/SPEAKER INTENTION

