GRICE’S THEORY OF IMPLICATURES

DERIVING CONVERSATIONAL IMPLICATURES IN A CONTEXT

The flouting of a maxim

Speaker A: What kind of president do you think George Winburn would make?
Speaker B:  I think that George Winburn has excellent taste in ties.

Implicature:  George Winburn would not make a good president.
Speaker Meaning = Sentence meaning  +  What is implicated

Premise 1:  Speaker B is observing the Cooperative Principle of Communication.

.

Premise 2:  If Speaker B only meant that George Winburn had good taste in ties he would not be observing the Cooperative Principle of Communication.  (What he says appears to be irrelevant.)
Premise 3:  If Speaker B meant that he doesn’t think George Winburn would be a good president he would be observing the Cooperative Principle (that part that promises relevance and informativeness).
Premise 4:  There’s no other thing that Speaker B could have meant, while observing the Cooperative Principle, other than the fact that he doesn’t think George Winburn would be a good president.

Therefore:  Speaker B must have meant that he doesn’t think that George Winburn would be a good president.
