ARISTOTLE ON WISDOM
SENSATIONS, ART, EXPERIENCE, UNDERSTANDING, SCIENCE

All men by nature desire understanding (eidenai).  A sign of this is their liking of sensations (aesthesis); for, even apart from the need of these for other things, they are liked for their own sake, and of all sensations those received by means of the eyes are liked most.  (Metaphysics, 980a)
Art (tekne) comes into being when out of many notions from experience (empeiros) we form one universal belief concerning similar facts.  For, to have a belief that when Callias was having this disease this benefited him, and similarly with Socrates and many other individuals, is a matter of experience; but to have a belief that this benefited all persons of a certain kind who were having this sickness, such as the phlegmatic or the bilious or those burning with high fever, is a matter of art.  [Metaphysics, 981a, 5]

The purpose of our present discussion is to bring out this: all men believe that what is called “wisdom” (sophia) is concerned with the first causes and principles; so that, as stated before, a man of experience seems to be wiser than a man who has any of the sensations, a man or art wiser than a man of experience, a master-artist wiser than a manual worker, and theoretical sciences to be wisdom to a higher degree than productive sciences.  Clearly, then, wisdom is a science (episteme) of certain causes and principles.[981b, 27]

