PHILOSOPHY OF LANGUAGE
TWO ARGUMENTS AGAINST THE THEORY OF DIRECT REFERENCE

(both arguments stem from sentences with definite descriptions)

ARGUMENT 1:
(Meaningful but false sentences with non-referring descriptions) – “The present King of France is bald.”
Premise 1:
(Direct Reference):  The meaning of any expression is its referent.
Premise 2:
The meaning of a definite description is its reference, the object it picks out in the world. 

Premise 3:
The sentence says something meaningful, even if it is not true.
Premise 4:
In this sentence the definite description fails to pick out an object in the world.
Conclusion:
The meaning of a sentence with a definite description cannot be its referent.
ARGUMENT 2:
(Meaningful and true sentences with non-referring descriptions) – “The round square does not exist.”
Premise 1:
(Direct Reference):  The meaning of any expression is its referent.

Premise 2:
The meaning of a definite description is its reference, the object it picks out in the world. 

Premise 3:
The sentence says something meaningful and true.
Premise 4:
In this sentence the definite description fails to pick out an object in the world.

Conclusion:
The meaning of a sentence with a definite description cannot be its referent.
