PHILOSOPHY OF LANGUAGE

FREGE’S PROOF OF THE REFERENT IN OPAQUE CONTEXTS

If the referent of an embedded sentence isn’t its truth value, then what is it?

Frege answers this question by substituting terms with identical senses into sentences embedded in opaque contexts.

PREMISE:  In an opaque context (such as “Sara believes”) we cannot substitute terms with different senses and the same referent and still preserve the truth value.  
Sara believes the evening star is Venus.
Sara believes the morning star is Venus.

PREMISE:  However, we can substitute terms with the same sense and referent without a problem.  

Sara believes that John T. Fitzmaurice is a bachelor.

Sara believes that John T. Fitzmaurice is an unmarried male.
CONCLUSION:  Therefore, in opaque contexts of this sort, the referent of the embedded term (and sentence) is its sense (i.e. the proposition it expresses in standard contexts).
