DAVIDSON:  TRUTH THEORETIC SEMANTICS

· The minimum unit of truth is the sentence, not the word.

· Instead of having linguistic expressions correspond to things, Davidson matches sentences in the object language with descriptions of the world in the meta-language.
“Snow is white”   
is true in L if and only if 
snow is white.

Object language




        Metalanguage
· Introduces the notion of truth in his account of meaning, specifically, the notion of truth conditions.  We can say that a person knows the meaning of a sentence if they know the conditions under which it would be true or false.
MAIN INTUITION:  Hook up sentences with expressions describing their truth conditions.

· Davidson thus defines meaningfulness of sentences by exhaustion of cases instead of through compositionality based on meanings of the parts.

