THE IDEA THEORY OF MEANING

Symbol perspective vs. knowledge perspective

1. Mental Images

2. Gricean Intentional States

3. Language of Thought

MENTAL IMAGES 
HUME

Complex of remembered sensations

OBJECTIONS TO A MENTAL IMAGE OF MEANING

1) Not all words are connected with mental images.  “The”

2) Not every difference in meaning corresponds to a different mental image.  (9,999 hairs vs. 10,000)

3) There are many associations with any given expression, and yet only some of them count.

4) Having a mental image of something when we say a word doesn’t give that word the meaning contained in the mental image.

5) Images are too specific to serve as meaning.  All images are specific but meanings are not specific in this way (the meaning of “apple, catness”).  “Apples grow on trees” is meaningful, but its truth conditions don’t include a certain color for apples.  Yet any mental image of an apple contains those specifics.

6)  An image, unlike a meaning, cannot correspond to a whole class of things that differ a lot from each other “game.” 

7) For an expression to be meaningful, it needs to connect with a mental image.  But what makes or enables a mental image to correspond to a certain expression?  Similarity doesn’t work.

