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Chapter 8  Knowledge Issues  

Concepts/Terminology/Skills

Empirical

Innate

Innateness hypothesis

Native vs. nonnativist views

Empiricists

Poverty of Stimulus

Linguistic imperialism

Radical translation

Indeterminacy of translation (Word and Object, 1960, Ch 12)

Underdetermination

Holism

What is the innateness hypothesis that Stainton attributes to Chomsky?  (133)
According to Stainton, why is it inaccurate to say that the innateness of human language lies in the fact that humans are born with an innate ability to learn language? (133)

According to Stainton, what points of view do nativists share with nonnativists? (133)

Do you agree with Stainton that dogs don’t acquire language, but humans do?  (133)

Do you agree with Stainton that the reason dogs don’t acquire language although humans do lies in innate differences between the species?  (133)

According to Stainton, where do nativists and nonnativists disagree? (133)

What, according to Stainton, is the major difference between nativists and nonnativists? (133)

According to Stainton, the innateness hypothesis can be deemed false iff 


Humans are not innately more intelligent than animals.


Humans are innately more intelligent than animals.


Humans are not born with a great deal of linguistic knowledge.


Humans are born with a great deal of linguistic knowledge.

Is Stainton correct in saying that an empiricist who believes that the human mind is different from the animal mind and that this difference permits humans to develop language while animals cannot, could still believe that most of language knowledge is acquired?

Describe the three arguments that Stainton puts forward in support of the nativist point of view.  (134)

Describe the premises of the argument for nativism that Stainton entitles “poverty of stimulus” and which involves children.  (135)

Why, according to Stainton, can’t we just say that what accounts for this surprising language learning is not innate linguistic knowledge but rather innate basic intelligence?  (135)

What would make the innateness hypothesis work?  (134)

Where, according to Stainton, is the main source of disagreement between nativists and the nonnativists lie?  (133)

Why are empiricists generally hostile to the innateness theory?

What does Martin’s rule have to do with the innateness of language learning?  (136-7)
What are the three anti-nativist replies to the three arguments in support of nativism?  (137)

What is linguistic imperialism?  (138)

Why does Stainton claim that linguistic imperialism isn’t an obstacle to the notion of language being guided by innate rules?

How does Stainton respond to the argument against nativism that claims that universals emerge from function and history?  (138)

Describe the first problem with the idea of linguistic knowledge that is presented by Stainton. (139)

Are rules really responsible for linguistic regularities?  (139)

What are some of the features of linguistic rules that brings it into question whether language is rule guided?  (141)

What is radical translation?  Give an example and explain? (142)
What does Quine use the argument of radical translation to do?  (142-3)
According to Stainton, what is the conclusion that is derived in this section on radical translation?
What is semantic holism?  (144)

What is Quine’s argument for semantic holism?  (144)

What is underdetermination and what role does it play in Quine’s view of language acquisition?  (145)

What is “indetermination” and what role does it play in Quine’s view of language acquisition?  (145)
