PHIL 154:  PHILOSOPHY OF LANGUAGE



PRESENTATIONS

Each presentation should last about 30-40 minutes, followed by a question and answer period of 10 minutes or so.  First you need to select a topic on the clipboard and sign up for that topic.  Exchange contact information with everyone in your group.  Then set up a meeting in which you can get started with a list of readings and maybe a list of questions or concepts that will help you organize the presentation.  Divide tasks appropriately (by subject, by task, etc.)  Since every member of the group will receive two grades, one for the quality of the overall presentation, and the other for their contribution to the presentation, it is important for me to have material (oral or written), which will allow me to evaluate each participant.  At least one week before the presentation one (or all) of you should meet with me to go over your outline.
EXPECTATIONS

Your presentations should (1) present the chosen topic to the reader, (2) identify the issues/concepts considered central to philosophy of language (the speaker’s view of such things as meaning, truth, and knowledge of the subject) (3) explain how this philosopher addresses the issues (4) give at least one counterargument and your response to it, and (5) cite sources appropriately.  You will be evaluated based on accuracy, clarity, completeness (of relevant topics), the quality of your material aids, use of examples, and how you handle the questions of the audience (i.e. with clarity and respect).
SUGGESTED STEPS

1. Read the chapter in the Stainton book that corresponds best with your topic, and choose other essays either recommended by Stainton, suggested by me, or obtained from some other source.

2. As you are reading, make a note where you (1) don’t understand something, (b) agree and/or (3) disagree (use post-its, etc).
3. Make a list of questions that you might want to answer in the presentation, as well as (1) new concepts and distinctions that need definition and (2) key issues that come up concerning the topic in question.  For example, in the case of a presentation on late Wittgenstein, you need to explain the concept of family resemblance.
4. While reading, find and label arguments and mark and number premises and conclusions.  Find and label counterarguments.

5. Decide on your basic approach (elucidate a particular concept, distinction, or argument).  Divide the material among you and give me an outline of who is doing what (due at least 3 days before your presentation).
6. Come up with real life examples where possible, to help explain the material.
7. Map out supporting material.
8. Create appropriate visual material (overheads, Power Point slides, handouts, etc.) which may include a bibliography.  (This classroom will allow Power Point but you might want to check it out before your presentation date.)
