PHILOSOPHY OF LANGUAGE

PAPER ASSIGNMENT

PAPER TOPIC CHOICES

Choose from between the following paper topics:

I)  Reference/Descriptions

Russell held that linguistic expressions refer directly.  Frege and Strawson held that they do not, but for different reasons.  Donnellan held, as Martinich puts it, that “they are both right and both wrong” (referring to Russell and Strawson).  Each claims that his own view does a better job of explaining what goes on in language when an expression is used to refer to some object or other than do other views, which are therefore rejected.  Focusing on definite descriptions as examples of referring expressions, take a stand on the issue of direct vs. indirect reference by siding with one view against at least one other.  Use as much of the relevant terminology as you can do to demonstrate your facility with it, and try to explain the problems or difficulties the philosophers you discuss see with the alternative view(s).  Since you won’t have time to cover them all, select and focus on key arguments.
Readings:

· The Philosophy of Language, ed. by A.P. Martinich, 4th Edition, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001, “Introduction to Section III,” pp. 191-198. 
· Bertrand Russell, “On Denoting,” in The Philosophy of Language, ed. by A.P. Martinich, 4th Edition, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001, pp. 203-211.

· Keith Donnellan, “Reference and Definite Descriptions,” in The Philosophy of Language, ed. by A.P. Martinich, 4th Edition, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001, pp. 235-247.

· Bertrand Russell, “Descriptions,” in The Philosophy of Language, ed. by A.P. Martinich, 4th Edition, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001, pp. 221-227. (optional)
II) Quine’s Indeterminacy

Two linguists have encountered a tribe of jungle people who have had no previous contact with outside civilization.  The linguists set out to translate the tribe’s language.  They notice that whenever a rabbit has run past, the natives have shouted “Gavagai.”  In developing their manuals of translation.  One linguist translates “Gavagai” as “Ther’s a rabbit,” but the other linguist translates it as “There’s an undetached rabbit part.  Discuss W.V. Quine’s views on this, and compare them with those of John Searle in his 1987 article “Indeterminacy, Empiricism, and the First Person” in The Journal of Philosophy.  What larger issues are raised by the dispute?
Readings:

W.V. Quine, Chapter 12, Word and Object, Cambridge: MIT Press, 1960, pp. 51-57.
Robert J. Stainton, Chapters 8 and 9, Philosophical Perspectives on Language, New York: Broadview Press, 1996, pp. 133-166.

John Searle, “Indeterminacy, Empiricism, and the First Person” in The Journal of Philosophy, Vol. LXXXIV, No. 3, March 1987, pp. 123-146.
INSTRUCTIONS
Getting Started: Reading, Notes, Questions

Once you have selected your topic, read the readings listed for that topic.  On your first reading, make notes of concepts and issues that come up.  For example, if you are writing on the reference of descriptions, you will need to notice any sections that talk about intensions and extensions, as well as discussions of meaning, reference, indirect reference, etc.  (You might want to make up your own short hand code for each topic (for example, i for intension, e for extension, m for meaning, etc.)  Mark sections of the text that you don’t understand and make a list of questions.  If the questions are of interest you might want to write your paper by answering those questions.  Mark the conclusions the author comes to, as well as the arguments provided for the conclusion.

Main Goals
1. Provide an adequate explanation of the philosophical issue in question (for example, do you think direct or mediated reference provides a better explanation of definite descriptions).
2. Explain one or more key arguments from our readings or class discussion that purport to defend or criticize a view that some philosopher we have discussed has taken on the issue.
3. Evaluate the arguments(s) that you have explained (in point 2).  In other words, don’t just explain the arguments but offer some critical or supporting discussion to explain whether you think that it is a good or bad argument, and why.
4. If you can’t come to a conclusion but must end with a question, make that question clear to the reader.
5. Write well (your paper should be 7-10 pages typed, double-spaced):

a. Have a useful introduction that prepares the reader.

b. Present your thoughts in an organized and clear manner.
c. Make sure the paper flows logically, with transitions between different points.

d. Write in clear and unambiguous language.

e. Have good grammar and spelling.

