FINDING THE MAIN CONNECTIVE OF A SENTENCE
MAIN CONNECTIVE

The main connective of an utterance is the connective with the largest scope.  That is, if you break the sentence into parts, the main connective is the connective that connects the largest parts of the sentence.

If there is only one connective, that connective is the main connective.

If there is more than one connective, the main connective is the connective you process last.
FOR EXAMPLE

It is not true that Bush lost the election.

Either Jack will pass the physics course or he will not.

If Juana makes an “A” in her math course and passes her English test she will be on the honor roll.
Tri-athletes have to swim, bicycle and run very well.

Either you can buy the book at the bookstore or you can go to the library and make a copy of the book on reserve.

If you want to get into graduate school you need to do well on the GRE and not fail any courses.
