SYMBOLIC LOGIC

INTRO TO SYMBOLIZING OR TRANSLATING CLAIMS
· Every sentence has a main connective according to which the sentence can be classified (for example, a conjunction or a disjunction).  It is the connective that is most “outside” (affects the biggest pieces – largest scope).
· A negation applies to the nearest sentence letter to its right.
· The main connective of a sentence is the last connective to be processed).
· Conjunctions and disjunctions are commutative and associative.
· When combining conjunctions and disjunctions order matters.
· Two negatives cancel each other out.
· Parentheses should be used to control the order of processing.
MAIN STEPS/STAGES
1. Read through all the sentences, looking for atomic claims and sentence connectives.
2. Isolate and translate atomic claims (representative capital letters).

3. Isolate and translate sentence connectives (&, ~, V, (, and Ξ).

4. Identify the main connective of each claim.

5. Make sure that each sentence connective has the requisite number of atomic sentences in the right order (for certain connectives this really matters).

6. Make sure that the order of the atomic sentences and the main connective of your translation matches that of the English version.

Either we will go to the dance or we will stay at home and rent a movie.
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