SYMBOLIC LOGIC
TYPES OF NOUN PHRASES: Specific vs. General
INDIVIDUALS KNOWN BY PROPER NAMES (very specific)
The most direct way to refer to an individual is using a proper name.  For example, “ Beverly” refers to Beverly and “Sierra” refers to Cindy’s dog.  When an atomic sentence contains only proper names we classify it as being singular.

Beverly smiles a lot.

Sierra is a golden retriever.

Nancy has a cell phone.
INDIVIDUALS NOT KNOWN BY PROPER NAMES (general)
Everyone smiles a lot.

Some thing is loud.
Some one has a cell phone.

When you don’t know the proper name of an individual or you want to refer to a single or group of individuals the noun phrase contains two parts: 

A quantifier:  some (meaning at least one) or all, or none.

 ( or () 

A variable: to represent the individual or group of individuals.
x, y,  z

Some (at least one) thing or individual



((x)

Every thing or individual





(x)
