Adobe Photoshop Elements 2.0 Tutorial

Instructions:  > means the command is under that menu (ex: To open a document you go to File>Open) Use the pictures on the Basic Elements - Beatles tutorial page.  Copy and paste each image from the webpage into Elements, perform the action described below.  After adjusting the picture, select all (Control A),  copy (Edit>Copy) and paste it into a Word document. Turn on Text Wrap (Double Click>Layout>Tight) and arrange the images.  Save,  print, email as an attachment or upload to TaskStream and share with me.

The Basics

1. Image-Beatles 1 & 1A - Rotate - Image Menu>Rotate> 900 Right or Left 
Task: Fix the two pictures so they are upright.

2. Image-Beatles 2 - Flip – Image Menu>Rotate>Flip Horizontal or Vertical

Task: Flip the picture so the words are correct.

3. Image-Beatles 3 - Resize – Image>Resize>Image Size. Tab down to the width.  If the Constrain Proportions is checked at the bottom, when you change the width, the height will change automatically. Make sure the resolution is set at 72 pixels per inch, as that will be adequate for most classroom applications. 

Task: Make this picture about 3 inches wide.
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4. Image-Beatles 4 - Crop –On the tool bar you will see this icon.           This is the cropping icon.  Click on it and then click and drag in a diagonal motion across your image.  The part you select will stay, the rest will be cropped out.  Release and double click in the center of your selection, the outside edges will disappear.

Task: Crop out everyone except George, the one with the teeth.

5. Image-Beatles 5 - Save As – When you picture looks the way you want it to, click on File>Save as and then under the format section, choose jpg (jpeg).  This will be fine for most applications.  Save it in a logical location where you will find it again (My Documents, My Pictures?)

Task: Save the picture as a jpg (jpeg) in a low resolution.
Fixing the Image

6. Image-Beatles 6 - Auto Contrast –Picture too dark? Enhance>Auto Contrast

Task: Make the album cover lighter.

7. Image-Beatles 7 - Adjust the contrast and brightness –Want more adjustment power?  Enhance>Adjust Brightness/Contrast>Brightness/Contrast

Task: Fix the Abbey Road album cover by adjusting brightness and contrast.

8. Image-Beatles 8 - GrayScale –Image>Mode>Grayscale

Task: Make the picture grayscale.

9. Image-Beatles 9 - Color Variations –Too much red, not enough blue, too yellow? Enhance>Adjust Color>Color Variations
Task: Fix the red in this picture, make it realistic.

Tweaking the Image
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10. Image-Beatles 10 - Feather the edges. Choose the marquee tool.            Set the feather at 10 pixels (Look in the menu where it says Feather). Click and drag on your picture.  Cop and paste into a new blank document.  (File>New) 

Task: Select John and Paul (the two guys in the middle) and put a 10 pixel feather on them.
11. Image-Beatles 11 - Transform –Image>Transform>Free Transform-Distort-Skew-Perspective Grab handles on picture and move.  Double click in center of picture.

Task: Tweak it… Have fun

12. Image-Beatles 12 - Filters –Filters>Sharpen   Can slightly adjust an out of focus picture.

Task: Adjust the focus on Ringo.

13. Image-Beatles 13 - Effects – On the right side of the menu you should see an Effects Tab.  Click on it and experiment. Try the Drop Shadow.

Task – Have fun, check as many out as you can.  As you apply each effect, hit Control Z to undo.







