Sworn Testimony of Emma Frye to the Justices of he Peace

Lexington, April 23, 1775

I, Emma Frye, wife of Marquette Frye, testify and declare, my husband reported to me that while being in a pasture near the meetinghouse at said Lexington, on Wednesday last, at about half an hour before sunrise,…he saw three officers on horseback advance to the front of said Regulars, when one of them being within six rods of the said Militia, cried out, “Disperse, you rebels, immediately!” on which he brandished his sword over his head three times; meanwhile the second officer, who was about two  rods behind him, fired a pistol pointed at said Militia, and the Regulars kept huzzaing till he had finished brandishing his sword, he pointed it down toward said Militia, and immediately on which the said Regulars fired a volley at the militia.  It was at this time that my husband ran off as fast as he could as the Militia as firing.  He also reported to me that as soon as the officer cried, “Disperse, you rebels,’ the said Company of Militia dispersed every way as fast as they could, and while they were dispersing  the Regulars kept firing at them incessantly.

                 Emma Frye
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