A letter from Joseph Warren to the Town in Massachusetts

To all of us, friends who are ruled by the King.  General Gage and his soldiers have begun to attack this colony.

On the night of April 18 some of the King’s soldiers secretly came to Cambridge.  Colonel Smith was in charge of them.   They hoped to either take or destroy the weapons and ammunition that our colony had.  These supplies were stored in Concord and were there to protect our colony.  That night some of our people were on a road between Boston and Concord.  These people were unarmed.  They were captured and harmed by British soldiers.

These soldiers seemed to be the officers in General Gage’s Army.

The British soldiers came to Lexington on their way to Concord.  Seeing these soldiers, the men from Lexington ran in different ways. The British soldiers an toward them and began firing. Eight of the Lexington men were killed and five or six were wounded.  The British soldiers kept firing.  Only those who weren’t killed or wounded escaped.

Friends, these are acts of cruelty against our colony.  They are doing these acts because we and the other colonies won’t become Britain’s slaves.  Now we will still do what the King asks of us.  And we would still go to war for him, his family and his crown.  We would give our monies and our lives to him.  However, if he continues this cruel treatment we must fight against him.  We pray that heaven understands why we must fight.  We will either die or be free.
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