The Report of Major John Pitcairn, Leader of the British Soldiers, to General Gage.
April 25, 1775

Sir, I am sending you this report since you wish to know what happened at the town of Lexington on April 19.   I will briefly state the facts since I am very busy.  Otherwise I’d give you a longer report of what happened that day.

Six companies of soldiers were sent to Concord by Lt. Col. Smith.  They were to capture the two bridges on either side of Concord.  At 3 o’clock in the morning we were within two miles of Lexington.  Here we learned that 500 armed men had gathered in order to fight against us.  Hearing this I got on my horse and galloped up to the six companies.  I went to the very front company.  Two officers told me a rebel had left the others and come up to them.  He tried to shoot them but the gun misfired.  After this I told our soldiers to move forward.  They were not to fire unless ordered.  When I came to the end of the town I saw 2000 rebels.  They were on a common and I came within 1000 yards of them.  Then they began to file off towards some stonewalls.  These stonewalls were off to the right of us.  Our soldiers saw this and ran after them.  I called to our soldiers not to fire.  I said they should surround and disarm them.   Four or five times I ordered them not to fire.  Then some rebels jumped over the wall.  They fired five or six shots at our soldiers.  A man in one company was wounded and my horse was wounded in two places.  At the same time five or six more shots were fired.  Theses shots came from a meetinghouse at our left.   When this happened our soldiers fired here and there.  They had not been given any order to fire.  I won’t tell you any more since I’m sure Col. Smith has given you more details.
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