What is “Helping”?

(Broken Circles)

Purposes:

· To define  “helping”

· To monitor one another without taking over

· Problem-solving

· Students observing to each other and taking turns

Teacher preparation:

· Copy the circle patterns on as many colors as there are letters (e.g a, b,c= three colors; d,e,f,g = four colors of paper  (e.g. red, yellow and blue etc).  To determine the number of sets needed for your class, divide the number in your class by the letters  e.g.  a,b,c  are three letters, divide the total number of students, say 30 by 3.  You will need 10 sets of the a,b,c.  

· Cut the circles out in each color, keep the colors together until all the circles are cut out. Keep all of the “a” sections where they are placed.   Move the “b” sections over one group.  Move the “c’ sections over two groups. You know have completed circles of different colors..

· For one set you will need three envelopes.  Put all of the “a” parts in one envelope, all of the “b”  parts in a second envelope and all of the “c” parts in a third envelope.  Put a paper clip around these three envelopes, they are a set for three students.  Now make as many sets like this for the number of students in your class.

· Put students into groups of 3 students.for “abc” circles; four students to a group for “defg” circles  and three member groups for “hij” circles ; and four or five for “klmno” circles.

· Hand out a set of envelopes to each small group.

Directions to students:

· Today we are going to learn about “helping”.  (Draw a “T” on the board, or chart.)  
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· Ask students what we would see and what we would hear if we walked into a classroom where people were helping one another.  Record their responses on the chart.

· Tell the students that you are going to ask them to work on a puzzle called “broken circles”.  Each of them will get a piece of the puzzle.  Hand out the envelopes, but do not open them until the teacher says to. The object of the game is for each person in the group to have a completed circle

· Here are the rules to the game:

1. The game is played in compete silence.  No talking at all.

2. You may not point or signal to other players in any way.

3. Each of you has to put together your own circle.  No one else may show how to do it or do it for you.

4. This is a giving game.  You may not take a piece from another player, but you may give your pieces, one at a time, to another member of your group.  You may not play a piece in another person’s puzzle.  He or she must do it himself.  Just hand it to the person, or place it beside the other pieces in front of the person or put it in a “resource pile” in the middle of your group.  The game ends when each player has finished putting his or her puzzle pieces together. 

Teacher Questions:
· What is the game about?

· What things did you do that helped your group successfully put the puzzle together?

· What things did you do that slowed the game down?

· What would you add to our “helping” chart?
