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| NT. ROOM

THREE CLOSET DOORS BARE HOLES AS THE CAMERA DOLLI ES | NTO THE
CENTER HOLE AND FADES TO BLACK
Leo (Voice Over)
|’d just like to start off by
saying, this isn't anyone's fault;
It’s yours.

CUT TGO

| NT. CAFETERI A- DAY

An enpty cafeteria is occupied by a young man in a chair
facing 3 others at a table. LEO FILLMORE, a 24 year old male
sits with his hands folded in his lap while left |eg bounces
i mpatiently.

LEO
Your.. choices, your actions, they
have consequences, ones which wll
hurt me directly. Economcally,
professionally, directly, what am|
supposed to do? Hn?

The panel sits quietly out as if they didn't understand the
guesti on.

LEO
Is it because |’mthe youngest one?
The rookie? | worked just as hard
as any other teacher here, nore
inportantly, as long as nost of the
peopl e here! What about Pal ner or
Mtchel ? They' re just as new as ne!
What, the fuck, am | supposed to
do?

CUT TO

EXT. PARKI NG LOT- DAY

An enpty parking lot contains Leo’s car in the center as he
makes his way over. As Leo wal ks, he holds a pinkslip in his
hand and his keys in the other. Leo opens the door and sits
down as he notices sonething in front of his car through a
dirty and unwashed w ndshi el d. He nakes his way over,
realizing it’s his wallet as he picks it up and exam nes his
| D di splaying a young version of hinself. He stares intently
at the wallet until the sound of the car door ajar signa
beeps and turns around.



SOUND OF CAR DOOR TURNS | NTO THE SOUND OF OVEN

| NT. STARBUCKS- DAY

The open oven is shut by Leo wearing a green apron and hat
as he retrieves a sandwi ch. Leo is now bearded and nore
unkenpt than we previously had seen him He hands out the
sandwi ch to a custoner. Aaron, a coworker of his conmes out
to the front with a few di shes.

AARON
So how re the the roomates wor ki ng
out ?

Leo turns to the pastry case and begi ns arrangi ng pastries,
di sregardi ng Aaron’ s questi on.

AARON
|"msure it’s nice not living al one
for a change right?

LEO
It's fine.

AARON
Cool, cool. You know, al
ci rcunstances aside, it is coo
havi ng you wor ki ng here again.

LEO
"I't’s cool"? "It s cool"™ that | got
fired frommy job, couldn’'t afford
ny hone anynore, had to rent roons
out to college kids, and had to
cone back to ny first job? "It’'s
cool™ that |I'm making as nuch, if
not less, as ny forner students?
Tell me, what’s cool about that
Aar on?

Aaron | ooks down, turns around and heads to the backroom
Leo | ooks around to find custoners staring at himfromtheir
seats. He sighs as he continues to clean the pastry case.

CUT TO



I NT. LEO S HOVE- NI GHT

Leo enters his hone to find JCEL, his roommate with short
bl ack hair, sitting on the couch on his | aptop. Joel | ooks
up with a halfway smle and nods hello. Leo doesn't say

anyt hing and continues to the kitchen where he grabs a beer.
He sees his other room mate, REMW, sitting in the famly
room wat chi ng tel evision and begins to wal k away when Remy
begins to turn around to say hello.

Leo nakes his way back up the stairs as Echo and the
Bunnynen plays in the living roomon Joel’s |aptop. Leo
wal ks into his roomand shuts the door behind him

DOLLY QUT ON SHOT OF THE CLOSED DOOR W TH LI GHT PEEKI NG OUT
THROUGH THE CORNERS OF THE DOOR.

LEO (VO CE OVER)
Hey nom
| NT. LEO S ROOM
Leo begins to play a filmon his conputer as he holds the

phone to his ear. Leo’s roomis filled with awards from
col |l ege, Hi ghschool, and even el enentary school.

LEO
|"malright, how are you? Wat? Ch,
yeah. Sorry, |I'’mlistening.

Leo gazes at the conputer screen mndlessly, not paying
close attention to his conversation.

LEO
They' re alright I guess, | don’t
know really, | hardly know
t hem .. Because | have ot her
friends, just because | live with
them doesn’t nean | have to hang
out with them besides they' re just
kids in college, we don’t have too
much in common.

Leo | ooks through his records as he continues on the phone,
pul l'ing out a David Bowi e al bum and checking its condition
before placing it back in its place. Leo sets his beer on
the corner of his record player as he reaches up to grab a
book off of his shelf. He knocks the beer off the player,
spilling on his carpet.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

LEO
SH T! Mom | gotta go.

Leo hangs up the phone and runs downstairs to the kitchen to
grab a rag as Joel | ooks up fromhis Laptop.

JOEL
Everything alright?

LEO
Yeah, fine thanks.

JOEL
What happened?

LEO
Just spilled a beer.

JOEL
Oh, there’s sone carpet de-odorizer
down there | bought |ast week, feel
free man.

LEO
| got it, thanks.

Leo wal ks back upstairs and cl oses the door to his room
again. He sops up the beer with a rag and throws it in the
corner. He then takes off his clothes and | ays down in bed
and switches off the Iight.

Dream sequence: Shot of girl wal king out into garage,
flower, trees, a man and his son, Leo in nice clothing
shaki ng hands wth people, Leo standing outside of a crowd
of people, leo alone in a field, Leo alone on a street with
a spotlight on him(dolly out).

CUT TO

| NT. STARBUCKS BATHROOM

Leo splashes cold water on his face and | ooks at hinself in
the mrror. He exam nes the bags under his eyes and winkl es
on his face. Leo still appears young, but is seem ng ol der
and nore worn out. He pulls out his wallet and | ooks at his
| D once agai n, exam ning his young age and smle.
(Knock Knock)
Anyone in there?

Leo opens the door to an older man wal king into the

bat hroom squeezing past Leo and shutting the door. Leo
makes his way across the | obby when his Manager, AW, wal ks
in the door.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

AWY
Hey. You got a mnute before you
take of f?

LEO

Yeah, of course.

Leo and Any wal k to the back where Any takes a seat at her
desk.

AW
So | don’'t know if you' ve heard,
but we have been a little slow
|ately. That being said, we're
going to be needing to cut back
hours a | ot.

LEO
How much is a lot?

AW
|"msorry to do this, especially
under your circunstances, but
you' Il be limted to 25 hours a
week.

Leo unfolds his crossed arns and conveys a | ook of shock as
he | eans back against the wall and sits on a stack of
crates.

MATCH CUT TO LEO SI TTING IN SAME POSI TION ON H'S FLOOR I'N
H S ROOM

I NT. LEO S ROOM NI GHT

Leo sits with a beer in his hand with his head | eaned back
against the wall. He takes a swig and sets it down on his
wi ndow sill as he wal ks towards his cl oset.

SHOTS OF AWARDS | N ROOM CHI LDHOOD PHOTGOS, GRADUATI ON
Pl CTURES COVERED I N BI LLS ON BULLI TEN BOARD.

The sounds of Leo punching his closet shake the room as
tears fall down his cheek. Leo stops, breathing heavily
wi t nessi ng the damage he has created revealing multiple
holes in his closet. He falls down slowy against the
closet, sitting on the floor.

A knock conmes fromthe door, as Joel opens it slightly. He
wal ks in and exam nes the holes in the closet along with the
bl oodi ed knuckl es of Leo. Joel walks in and take a seat on
Leo’s bed facing him The two sit in silence staring at the
fl oor.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 6.

CUr 10O

I NT. FAM LY ROOM NI GHT

Leo sits on the couch in the dark as the TV glows on his
face with the quiet murnmur of audio com ng fromthe set.
Remrmy and Joel walk in, sitting on the chair and other
couch. Joel hands Leo a bag of ice to place on his bandaged
hands.

LEO
Thanks, appreciate it.

JOEL
Ch no probl em man

The three take a drink of beer and sit quietly together.

JOEL
You guys realize that this is the
first time we have actually al
hung out together since we noved
in?

REMWY
VWw, you're right.

Al'l three sit in silence again.

LEO
Look, | need to apol ogize to you
guys. | haven’'t been the best
 andl ord, | et alone, room mate.
REMWY
That’'s actually really nice to
hear. | thought you hated us dude,
never come out with us, | know

you' re ol der, but still.

LEO
That’ s no excuse for ne. | don’t
know, | just have never been good
with people. Al through college, I
was staying in doing homework while
my friends went out. They
eventual ly just got tired of
inviting ne out all together.

JOEL
| know what you nean, | have 18
units this senester. Mst of ny
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

Leo chuckl
t akes a si

JOEL (cont’d)
friends are going out this weekend
canping but | told themno, | can't
just skip a whole weekend of
st udyi ng

LEO
Wy not ?

es a little as Joel gives a confused | ook and

p fromhis beer

LEO
| spent all ny tinme on work |ike
you and | ook where it’s gotten ne.
CGetting your work done is one
thing, cutting yourself off from
the world is another. For four
years, | becane this hermt, not
allowing nyself to go out, not
getting into trouble. Sure |
graduated on tinme, and ny friends
at the tinme graduated a year |ater
but they didn't slip away fromthe
real world like |I did. They had
fun, went out, had a life. Wile I
put nmyself on this pedastool,
thinking I was so nuch better than
everyone for getting good grades
and graduating in four years. It’s
funny how the actions you take can
result in such different
consequences. It’s your own fault
if you don't |ike the outcone.

JOEL
| think this is the nost |’ ve ever
heard you tal k.

Joel and Remmy | augh and take a drink as Joel
JOEL
You know, | think things will work

The three

out for you. At |east you have a
roof over your head, good beer, you
know? It could be a | ot worse.

all watch kung fu on the tel evision

thei r beers.

nods.

as they finish

FADE TO BLACK



| NT. STARBUCKS- MORNI NG

The nmorning crowd forns a line as Leo grabs pastries for
custoners with his hands bandaged up with an ace bandage to
hi de hi s wounds.

LEO
Sausage breakfast sandw ch!

A man wal ks up and picks up the sandw ch off of the counter.
Leo grabs a few steam ng pitchers and begins to rinse them
out .

MAN
Wul d you happen to be Leo?

Leo | ooks up to find a m ddle aged nman well dressed with his
hand out. Leo shakes the man’s hand and nods.

LEO

Yes, nice to neet you. And you are?
MAN

My nane is Everett, | amthe

principal at the new charter school
down the road and heard you are a
t eacher ?

LEO
Yeah.. | am but was pinkslipped
earlier this year.

EVERETT
Well, ny school’s English
departnent is |ooking for another
teacher and ny nephew Joel told ne
you may be interested?

CUr 10O

| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM DAY

A panel of three interviewers sit in front of Leo. They al
sit with a copy of Leo’s resune in front of them as they
exam ne and whi sper to eachot her.

| NTERVI EVER 1
M. Fillnore, after hearing your
i nterview and review ng your
resunme, we regret to informyou
that we cannot offer you a position
at the nonent.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 9.

Leo’s lips tighten and rel ease as he nods in agreenent. Leo
stands up and buttons his jacket.

| NTERVI EVEER 1
Now pl ease don’t let this
di scourage you from applying to any
future positions that may open up.
We'd | ove to hear back from you

Leo wal ks to the door and turns around.

LEO
You know, | don't think | wll.

The interview panel |ooks baffled as they gather their notes
and Leo exits the door. Leo wal ks down the wal kway out to
the parking lot, closing his eyes as the sun shines on his
face. Leo begins to smle as he did years ago, back when he
was si xt een.

THE END



