GOD |'S BY MWy SIDE
By

Mer cedes Tyl er



FADE | N:

LEVI TI CUS 18:22- "You shall not lie with a nan, as with a
wonman: it is an abom nation."

FADE TO BLACK

EXT. SACRAMENTO RI VER

At the Sacranento State Ri ver SEAN G BBS, 25 years old, a
short, African Anerican, flanboyant gay coll ege graduate
student rises fromthe water.

SEAN( V. O
| al ways believed in God. But | was
never sure he would accept nme into
heaven. Because all ny life |I was
told that honobsexuality was a sin.
And if | acted on the feelings to
liewith anmen |l will go to Hell
But a few days ago every thing
changed.

| NT. SEAN OFFI CE- LATE AFTERNOON

Sean is sitting in his office surfing the web on the
Craigslist site looking for a classic rock-n-roll al bum

He is interrupted by his buddy GERALD SCOTT, 26 years old, a
short stocky designer.

GERALD
Hey Boss man what you still doing
here, aren’t you off?

SEAN
Yep.

GERALD

you nust be | ooking for that al bum
again, girl give it up, you have
been | ooking for that al bum

everyday for like ten years. |I'm

pretty sure you'll find it on eBay.
SEAN

No! I cant find it on eBay. | have

to see it in person before |I buy it
anyway. None of the local record
stores have it. And girl stop
calling nme Boss man, |’ ve been your
boss for |ike two days.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

Still looking at the conmputer with his hand on the nouse
Sean ri ses.
SEAN
No... YES! Finally.
GERALD
No way, you found someone selling
it?
SEAN
Yep and they’'re |ocated not too far
from here.

Sean wites down the address.

SEAN
| gotta go. | have to see if they
still have it.

GERALD
Sweet. wait what about Johnny?
Isn’t he taking you to dinner for
your birthday?

SEAN
Yea. |I'’mrunning |ate but he’l
under st and. Besi des, the restaurant
is in the sane area.

Sean grabs his jacket off the back of his chair.Puts his bag
strap over his head and runs out of his office, passing
Gerald in the door way.

I NT. SEAN S CAR

Sean types the address in the GPS on his phone and places it
on his windshield mount. Waile driving, his ring tone goes
of f, JOHNNY THOWPSON, 22 years old, texts him Sean has his
phone read the text nessage.

SEAN
Siri Read text.

JOHNNY (SIRI)
Hey babe, where are you?

SI R
Wul d you like to reply?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

SEAN
Reply, hey babe I’msorry. |
finally got a hit on the record, |
will call you when I’ m done. Send.

GPS
Your destination is on the right.

Sean realizes the address given is the address of the
restaurant.

Sean puts his right blinker on and turns right into a
shoppi ng center.

EXT. PARKI NG LOT

Sean parks and gets out of the car. Standing in front is
Johnny holding a record that reads |IT'S RAINING MEN THE
WEATHER G RLS with a bow on it.

Sean is smling as he wal ks closer to Johnny. Johnny smles
back.

A few feet before Sean reaches Johnny. A car in the parking
| ot loses control. The car heads straight for Sean.

Sean still smling at Johnny keeps wal ki ng wi t hout seeing
t he car.

Sean sees Johnny turn his head to face the car, Sean then
turns his and | ooks at the lights.

FADE TO WHI TE.

EXT. SACRAMENTO RI VER

Sean is still rising fromthe river. He tries gasping for
air.

He reaches surface in the water and stands up. He wi pes his
face to clear his eyes.

He sees a blurred man, he w pes his eyes again.

Sean begins to wal k towards the shore, as the man stands
t here watching. Sean Yells.

SEAN
Can you tell nme Where | am and um
what |’ m doi ng here?

The man renai ned qui et. Sean reaches the shore.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

SEAN
Un .. Wats your nane.

The man smles, and replies.

UNKNOVWN MAN
Some call nme the almghty, sone
call ne the Creator, but | go by
God.

SEAN
s this sone kind of joke? Wiere am
| ? Where’s Johnny? Johnny!

Sean turns | ooking around for Johnny.

UNKNOMN MAN ( SM LI NG
Johnny’ s okay.

Sean turns to attack the man and screans.

SEAN
Who are you? You better not have
laid a finger on him

UNKNOMWN MAN
| told you who | am Sean

SEAN
How do you know nmy nane, what do
you want from ne? How did | get
her e?

UNKNOAN VAN
| don’t just know your nane, | know
your life. |Iv been beside you al
your |life, blind to human eyes.

SEAN
So your God, huh. Prove it.

UNKNOAN VAN
Ckay.

The man reaches out his hand and steps toward Sean.
Sean steps back and | ooks at hi m suspi ciously.
The man reassures Sean with a | ook and Sean grabs his hand.

FADE TO GREY.



I NT. SEAN S CHI LDHOOD HOME- BEDROOM- YEAR 2004

GOD and Sean arrive in his high school bedroom Sean is in
God’ s arns Scream ng.

SEAN
AHHHHH. . . AHH. . . AHH. . . AHH AH!

Sean stops scream ng and begins to |l ook around and starts to
recogni ze the room He taps God on the arm

SEAN
Umn . you.. can put ne down now.

God snmles and | ets Sean down.

Sean | ooks around.

SEAN
This is nmy room

(€OD)
Yes it is.

Sean turns and faces God.

SEAN
It’s been years since |’ ve been
her e.

Sean goes to his desk and reaches his hand out. Just when
Sean was going up to an old photo. Sean hears the door open
and he runs over to God.

SEAN
Ch.. oh My God.

Sean 16 year old self storns into the room Wth God
fol | ow ng.

SEAN
That’s. That’s you! Um can they see
or hear us?

GOoD
Yep and no they can’'t. This is a
menory fromthe past-watch
God grabs Sean and turns himto watch his younger self.

PAST SEAN
uh why am 1 |ike this?

Past Sean sitting at his desk, |ooks up.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 6.

PAST SEAN
I f you exist why would you make ne
this way, if it’s wong. | can't
help the way | feel...Uh it isn’t

fair!
Sean throws his head down on the desk.

SEAN
| remenber. This is when | told the
captain of the football team!]
liked him.his nane was, um G egory
Downer .

He pushed ne down and called ne a
Fag.

Past God rubs Past Sean’s head and slightly noves his
conputers nouse, to cut the screen on

Past Sean reacts to the light and he sees his facebook, and
t hat he has a nessage.

SEAN
Hey you did that? Seeing that
nmessage from Johnny changed ny
life.

Past Sean clicks on his nessages and sees its from Johnny.
He begins to read.

PAST SEAN
Hey Sean, Its Johnny | saw what
happened today at the field. | just
want you to know Greg is a jerk.
Don't listen to him your an
amazing guy and |I'Il be glad to
rem nd you of that everyday. But um
| got to go attend to being a dunb
jock, | hope to see you at schoo
t onor r ow.

Sean begins to cry.

SEAN
How many tines have you done things
i ke that.

GoD

Al'l your life.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

God gr abs

SEAN
So does fate or destiny really
exi st?

GOD

| f you believe init.
Sean’ s hand.

FADE TO WHI TE.

EXT. SACRAMENTO RI VER

Sean and God arrive at the river. Sean stunbles a bit.

SEAN
So, you never told ne what you
wanted fromnme and why |’ m here.

GOD
| wanted to |l et you know that | am
al ways by your side, and that you
never have to change. Al so you
shoul dn’t believe everything you
read in books.

God Sniles, and slowy wal ks Sean back into the water.

God cocks
nmout h.

SEAN
One question?
(€O D)
Shoot .
SEAN
was religion created by man or by
You?

his head, with a smle on his face and opens his

GoD
Rel i gi on serves a purpose, but for
what humans t hi nk.

SEAN
But .

Before Sean could finish his sentence God dunks hi m under

wat er .

FADE TO WHI TE.



EXT. PARKI NG LOT

Sean still smling at Johnny keeps wal ki ng wi t hout seeing
t he car

Sean sees Johnny turn his head to face the car, Sean then
turns his and | ooks at the lights.

God appears on the right side of Sean.
God turns and faces the out of control car and stops it.

Sean | ooks at the driver in the car, and the driver | ooks
back with a confused | ook on his face.

Sean | ooks down to see how close the car was to hitting him
Then he | ooks up to the sky.

SEAN
Thank Youl!

Johnny still waiting across the street runs towards Sean.

JOHNNY
Are you okay?

Sean with a smle on his face wal ks up and hugs hi m hard.

SEAN
Yes. | Love You.

They hug for a nmoment. Johnny pulls back.

J OHNNY
Unh Happy Birthday Babe.

SEAN
wow where did you find it? Never
mnd. It doesn’'t matter. Thank you
so much. Your the best!

J OHNNY
Your wel cone! Ch and Love you too!

They smle at each other and the hug one anot her.

FADE TO BLACK



I NT. SEAN OFFI CE- LATE AFTERNCON

Sean gets out of the elevator and wal ks into his office
smling, passing CGerald in is cubical

As Sean passes, Gerald turns and watches himcuriously. He
gets up out of his chair and follows Sean into his office.

GERALD
So |’ m assum ng you had a great
ni ght Boss nan?

SEAN
You know what | did.
GERALD
Yea? so you got the record?
SEAN
yeah!!! It was Johnny, he posted
the ad on craigslist.
GERALD
what!? That is so romanti c!
SEAN
| also told himl |oved him
GERALD
After all these years, finally!
SEAN
yea, | guess it was God s plan al

al ong.
Sean and Gerald continue talking.

Canera zoons out.

FADE TO BLACK



