ComS 221 Instructional Communication Theory 
Dr. Mark Stoner 
Grading Criteria for “Research Study” (Term Project)
· Introduction to problem : 
Is the stated problem clear and researchable?

· Has a thorough review of literature informed the procedures and discussion? 

· Are hypotheses/research questions explicitly and clearly stated? (Does each hypothesis/research question state an expected relationship/difference between two variables?) 

· 2) Research procedures 
Are characteristics of sample and population described? (Were subjects properly informed of their participation?) 

· Are data gathering techniques and sources appropriate, valid, and reliable? (Is a thorough description given for each instrument or data source?) 

· Are any statistical analyses justified and properly explained?

3) Discussion 

· Are results appropriately and clearly explained? 

· Do the results of the data analysis support conclusions of the study? (Has each hypothesis been confirmed or rejected in terms of the study's results?)

·  Are conclusions supported by results? 

· Have possible limitations of the study been discussed?

· Are recommendations for future action asserted? (Have implications for educational practice been addressed? Are recommendations for future research asserted?) 

4) Writing: 

· Is it written clearly and without typographical and grammatical errors? 

· Is the writing style appropriate to the nature of the assignment?  

· Is the essay properly formatted in proper APA form?
