UNIT 4

Hunting the First Hominid, P. Shipman, 2002

1) What characteristics does Shipman think should characterize the First Hominid?

2) What characteristics does the ~5.5 mya Ardipithecus share in common with hominids?  How does it differ?
3) What characteristics does the 6 mya Orrorin share in common with hominids?  How does it differ?
Scavenger Hunt, P. Shipman, 1984
1) Shipman discovered that hominids were using stone tools to make cut marks on bones.  So why wasn’t she convinced that early hominids were hunters?

2) Briefly describe the three activities modern hunters engage in and how they affect bones, which can be tested in fossil remains.

3) Which came first: the tooth marks or the cut marks?  What does this mean for “Man the Hunter?”

4) What three reasons does the author give to support the idea that bipedalism is compatible with a scavenging strategy?
5) What do studies of teeth tell us about the diet of early hominids?

The Scavenging of "Peking Man", N.T. Boaz & R.L. Ciochon, 2001
1) What did early excavators think about the hominids who lived at Longgushan?

2) What did Breuil and later Weidenreich think about the fossils found at Longgushan?

3) What is one of taphonomy’s maxims?

4) What evidence suggests that a giant hyena is responsible for the accumulation of bones at Longgushan?

Erectus Rising, J. Shreeve, 1994
1) What two noteworthy deeds did H. erectus accomplish during its long tenure on Earth?

2) Where was H. erectus first found and by whom?

3) What dates did Garness Curtiss and Carl Swisher get for the Mojokerto skull?

4) What does Bernard Wood think propelled H. erectus out of Africa?

UNIT 5

Hard Times Among the Neanderthals, E. Trinkaus, 1978
1. What is one of the most characteristic features of the Neanderthals?

2. Where is Shanidar Cave?

Rethinking Neanderthals, J. Alper, 2003
1. Neanderthals lived in groups of how many? What’s the evidence for this?

2. What is paleo-mimicry?

3. What is the evidence for Neanderthals making jewelry?

A Cave Full of Clues About Early Humans, F. Heeren, 2004

1. How old is the site of Peştera cu Oase?

2. What do the puzzling traits suggest about the individuals from Peştera cu Oase?

The Gift of Gab, M. Cartmill, 1998
1) Compare the placement of the larynx in humans and chimpanzees.  What does this mean for the passage of air through the larynx in each?

2) Why is it dangerous to have a larynx that has descended?

3) When does Lieberman think a more modern throat evolved in hominids?

4) Why does Cartmill think Neanderthals had language?  

We Are All Africans, P. Shipman, 2003
1) What is the major prediction of the Out of Africa hypothesis?

2) What is the major prediction of the Multiregional hypothesis?

3) Does the mtDNA data support the hypothesis that Neanderthals were ancestral to Europeans?


The Littlest Human, K. Wong, 2005
1) Why did the announcement of H. floresiensis electrify the paleoanthropology community? Can you find three reasons?

2) What have scientists long recognized as an adaptation to the limited food supply of islands?
3) What pathological condition have some scientists invoked for H. floresiensis having such a small brain?

