
 

4th Annual Keeping the Dream Alive Conference: 
Shifting the Undocumented Narrative from Surviving to Thriving 

Featured Speakers & Workshop Topics 
 

Featured Speakers 
 

Opening Keynote 
Armando Ibañez, Latinx queer filmmaker and activist 
 
Armando Ibañez is a Latinx queer filmmaker and activist from Mexico. He lives in California and 
has been in the United States for over 16 years. Armando is involved in the LGBTQ and 
immigrant rights movements, and is an active member of Familia: Trans Queer Liberation 
Movement. His passion for film began at the age of seven while watching Mexican cinema from 
the 1950s. Currently, Armando is the writer and director of Undocumented Tales, a YouTube 
series that follows the journey of a Mexican undocumented and queer restaurant server living 
in Los Angeles. Armando is committed to portraying authentic Latinx characters and to 
addressing real issues affecting immigrant and LGBTQ communities in the United States.    
 
Closing Keynote 
Joshua Davis, Writer and film producer 
 
Joshua Davis is a writer, film producer, and co-founder of Epic Magazine and Epic Digital. He is 
also the author of the book Spare Parts: Four Undocumented Teenagers, One Ugly Robot, and 
the Battle for the American Dream. Spare Parts tells the true story of four undocumented high 
school students from Mexico who won a robotics competition against M.I.T. and other 
prestigious schools. Their story became a key inspiration for the DREAMer movement, and the 
book was adapted into a film in 2015 by Lionsgate starring George Lopez, Marisa Tomei, and 
Jamie Lee Curtis. Through Spare Parts, Joshua created a platform for undocumented young 
voices at a critical time in the undocumented student movement.   
 
Expert Panelists 
What does thriving look like for students impacted by undocumented status? 
 
This panel brings together a diverse group of experts well versed in the experiences and mental 
health needs of students impacted by undocumented status. The goal of the discussion is to 
examine what it means to thrive as a student impacted by undocumented status and explore 
how this can be achieved in uncertain immigration circumstances. Each panelist will draw upon 
their specialized knowledge in administration, scholarship, advocacy, and personal experience 
to help unpack the complexity of students’ experiences and identify what is needed to help 
them achieve well-being. Dr. Basia Ellis, Assistant Professor of Child Development at 
Sacramento State, will moderate the panel.  
 



 

 
Marcela Pattinson, Assistant Director, Office of Multicultural Student Services and 
Undocumented Student Initiatives, Washington State University 
 
Marcela Pattinson is a member of The Community, Equity, & Inclusive Excellence Team at 
Washington State University, leading all WSU system-wide undocumented initiatives, and 
representing WSU state and nationwide. She received her Masters of Education (M.ED) from 
the University of Idaho in Counseling and Human Services. Marcela helps guide current and 
prospective parents and students to the available resources and programs offered at WSU. Her 
innovative advocacy and community building have resulted in successful student support 
initiatives, including UndocuAlly trainings for faculty and staff; La Bienvenida, a Spanish 
orientation session for Spanish-speaking parents of incoming first-generation students; and the 
UndocuQueer conference, which attends to the intersectionality of undocumented and LGBTQ 
communities. She is also co-author of “Making DREAMs Come True: A Workbook to Help 
DREAMers Thrive in College”. 
 
Linda Vargas, Graduate student and Activist, Washington State University 
 
Linda Vargas-Villanueva was born in Michoacán, Mexico, and immigrated to the United States 
when she was four years old. She is an undergraduate student at Washington State University 
and studies Environmental Science. Linda also serves as the university’s Undocumented 
Initiatives Ambassador. In this capacity, she leads Mariposas Poderosas and Mariposas Creative 
Care, two programs that aim to increase graduation rates for undocumented students, and 
encourage mental health awareness within this community. Linda also leads UndocuAlly 
Trainings for students, staff and interns on campus, as well as Know Your Rights trainings across 
the state of Washington. Additionally, she serves as an all-campus Senator for the Associated 
Students of Washington State University and is a member of the Executive Policy 15 
Committee, which delineates prohibited discrimination acts under the university. 
 
 
Heidy Sarabia, Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, California State University 
Sacramento 
 
Heidy Sarabia is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology at Sacramento State. She 
received her Ph.D. from the University of California, Berkeley, and a B.A. from the University of 
California, Los Angeles. Her research focuses on globalization processes such as global 
stratification, borders and borderlands, transnational social change, and immigrant adaptation 
and incorporation.  Dr. Sarabia’s work has been published in a multitude of interdisciplinary 
journals, including: Sociological Forum, Ethnic and Racial Studies, Citizenship Studies, Analyses 
of Social Issues and Public Policy, American Behavioral Scientist, Latin American Perspectives, 
Migration Letters, and Carta Economica Regional. 
 
 
Chi Adanna Ilori, Undergraduate student and undocu-activist, University of California, Davis 



 

 
Chi Adanna Ilori is an UndocuActivist pursuing a double major in Design and Managerial 
Economics at the University of California, Davis. Since high school, she has served as an 
advocate for marginalized groups, especially LGBTQIA and undocumented communities, but 
also African American students and elderly persons. To these ends, Chi has worked as a 
caregiver for local Black LGBT elders, and served as an Immigrant Justice Fellow for Sacramento 
Immigration Coalition and Community Advocate with the AB540 and Undocumented Student 
Center at UC Davis. To address the unique needs of undocumented students, Chi helps educate 
students, staff, and faculty on immigration policies, builds friendly and welcoming spaces, and 
develops webpage content for the AB540 and Undocumented Student Center. 
 

Breakout Session Workshops 
 
 
UndocuAPIs (Asian, Pacific Islander): UPLIFTing & Thriving 
Nikki Dominguez - Asian Americans Advancing Justice; Lena Wang, Madison Villanueva - UPLIFT 
 
In the fight to support and serve undocumented students, Asian, Pacific Islanders (API’s) are 
often forgotten. In this breakout session, audience members will learn about who these 
students and their families are, why their stories matter, how they have created spaces, 
movements and leaders in their fight to UPLIFT all communities, and how they thrive in the face 
of adversity. Presenters will share the latest data from the report, “Inside the Numbers: How 
Immigration Shapes Asian American and Pacific Islander Communities.” Additionally, undocuAPI 
leaders will discuss their movement and best practices to encourage and support API 
undocumented students. 
 
Undocumented Students at the Intersections: Exploring the Meaning of Mental Health from 
Diverse Perspectives   
Kristina Flores Victor and Jovanna Justo (Co-Chairs), Wendy Martinez, Jacob Benitez, Jessica 
Riestra, Gabriela Hernandez – Sacramento State 
 
Just as undocumented students occupy diverse social positions—i.e., as activists, DACA and 
non-DACA recipients, persons of diverse ethnic backgrounds, linguistic traditions, genders, 
etc.—so too does their mental health take different forms. This panel brings together student 
researchers from Sacramento State to explore mental health through the lens of 
intersectionality. Jovanna Justo will moderate the discussion and guide speakers to explore how 
differently positioned undocumented youth experience different access to resources and 
supports, which in turn affects how they manage to achieve well-being and thriving.  
 
 
Student Perspectives on Resilience in the Context of Undocumented Status 
In Progress: Elizabeth Lugo, Patricia Martinez, Valeria Avila Guerrero, Beverly Lopez 
 
 



 

 
 
 
Past Survival Informs Future Thriving 
Jazmin Soto, Maureen Sobremisana, Tannia Alonso - CSU Fullerton  
 
As the new generation of undocumented immigrants faces multiple issues under the Trump 
administration, including the cancellation of DACA, these students are starting to experience 
the same issues that older generations faced, especially before DACA. Due to their more limited 
circumstances, the lives of older generations of undocumented students largely consisted of 
surviving. As survival became synonymous with living, this group developed strategies for 
empowerment and a positive image of undocumented people. This session will share stories 
from older undocumented students to show how this group succeeded. Examining the history 
of this group will shed a light on how new waves of undocumented students can achieve 
thriving. Additionally, the new generation can look to the example set by its predecessors to 
determine what work is needed to ensure that the undocumented community stays 
empowered and has a voice.  
 
Best Practices & Resources for Supporting K-12 Students Impacted by Undocumented Status 
Elizabeth Villanueva - Luther Burbank High School & Lelanie Geyser - CSU Sacramento 
 
This workshop is designed to inform K12 educators about best practices and resources available 
for building support systems for undocumented students and their families. The first speaker 
will draw upon her experience working with students impacted by undocumented status to 
discuss how to create safe spaces for these students and their families; how to provide social, 
emotional, academic/educational support; how to train other teachers on how to better 
support undocumented students; and how to empower students and parents to pursue college. 
The second speaker will discuss her research examining current resources available to K12 
educators, providing an accessible summary of documents and practical guides that educators 
can readily use to help support students impacted by undocumented status. 
 
Thriving on Our Own 
Brenda Heredia and Angel Ramirez, CSU Fullerton 
 
This presentation will help explain the important role of student-run organizations in the 
experience of undocumented students. Presenters are student leaders from one such 
organization at CSU Fullerton. Drawing upon their experiences, the panelists will discuss how 
their organization helps promote agency and empowerment, and enables members to build 
their identities. The panel will show how student organizations can help undocumented 
students come out of the shadows and share stories, provide important resources, and create 
opportunities for students to start their own organizations. To this end, the presenters will 
discuss the importance of being inclusive; examples of workshops (e.g., entrepreneurship); how 
their organization provides strength to those who did not qualify for DACA; as well as undocu-
friendly financial resources. Finally, the panelists will discuss the benefits of collaborating with 



 

undocumented student resource centers and other allies to foster effective communication and 
work together to support undocumented students. 
 
 
Tiny Bit Mighty: Undocumented Student Programs/Centers in California Community Colleges 
Deborah Hernandez - American River College, Joann Ramirez - Cosumnes River College; Selene 
Ramirez - Cosumnes River College; Angelica Galvan-Galvez - Sacramento City College; Tania 
Hernandez - Sacramento City Colleges 
 
The purpose of this presentation is to de-stigmatize California Community Colleges (CCC’s). 
Community Colleges can provide many resources to the undocumented community and are 
affordable options for undocumented students and others. The session will help inform 
educators and students about the benefits of attending community colleges, and the support 
students can access in undocumented student centers/programs at this level. The speakers will 
also discuss the challenges faced by undocumented student centers/programs, the need for 
more advocacy within the CCC's, and the vital need for collaborations with other organizations. 
 
What's Happening Now? Updates on Federal Immigration Policy 
In Progress: Tanya Pellegrini, Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund (MALDEF); 
Clarisa Reyes-Becerra, California Rural Legal Assistance Foundation (CRLAF); National TPS 
Alliance 
 
In this session, policy experts from California’s top immigrant advocacy organizations will 
provide brief descriptions and updates about immigration policies relevant to undocumented 
students, including the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) policy, Temporary 
Protected Status (TPS), and Public Charge. The panelists will elaborate on the implications of 
these policies for undocumented students and answer questions from the audience about new 
initiatives and possibilities for future policies. 
 
A Plan to Address Parents and K-12 Students' Critical Need for Mental Health Services and 
School-based Specialized Attention  
Armando Vazquez-Ramos (Chair), Lidieth Arevalo Hernandez, Miriam Delgado, and Citlalli 
Ortiz – CSU Long Beach; Mayra Garibo – CSU Dominguez Hills; Alejandra Garcia - CSU 
Sacramento  
 
This presentation will inform the audience about the psychological crisis affecting the immigrant 
community and offer a model that may help educators identify and respond to the emotional and 
behavioral symptoms that require assistance for immigrant students and parents in K-12 schools. 
The proposed model is based on the idea that parents must be engaged in a process of 
empowerment, in order to thrive and to become part of the solution through organizing 
Immigrant Parent Councils (similar to PTA’s). Thus, creating a safe space for them to participate 
in the assessment of problems and mapping of solutions. This model will require the initial 
commitment and leadership from the schools, but Immigrant Parent Councils (IPC) may lead to 
increased students and parents’ participation in school activities and leadership roles. This 
concept reverses the deficit-based approach, which assumes that immigrant families need a hand-



 

out, when in fact they represent an untapped human resource if provided the means to organize 
and build their own capacity to be resilient through the collective efforts of parents to survive 
and thrive. 
 
Meeting the Evolving Legal Needs of DACAmented and Undocumented Students  
Damian Caravez, Rachel Ray - UC Immigrant Legal Services Center 
 
DACAmented and undocumented students face multiple barriers when pursuing higher 
education. These students are often distracted from their academic studies due to multiple issues 
such as persisting financial needs; experience stresses related to their immigration status; and 
they often worry about the threat of deportation to themselves and their loved ones. With the 
Supreme Court hearing the DACA cases during their 2019-2020 term, there is increased 
uncertainty about the future of DACA. Accordingly, the goal of this session is to discuss 
strategies that higher education institutions may implement to help DACAmented and 
undocumented students identify more permanent solutions to obtain immigration status in the 
United States. Drawing upon their experiences providing comprehensive immigration services at 
the UC Immigrant Legal Services Center, the speakers will share recommendations for how to 
increase awareness of possible immigration relief among campus communities and help foster 
student success and achievement. 
 
Hand in Hand: Creating Collaborations with Financial Aid for Student Success  
Adelina Buonocore, Martha Zavala-Perez - CSU Fullerton 
 
Supporting students impacted by undocumented status takes ‘a village’. Even with the support of 
an undocumented student resource center, a designated staff member, and/or a student 
organization, a single office, person, or group on campus cannot take on all responsibilities for 
serving undocumented students’ diverse needs. In order for a person or center to work both 
effectively and efficiently within the institution, key partnerships are required with the Office of 
Financial Aid. In this roundtable discussion, presenters from the Office of Financial Aid and the 
Titan Dreamers Resource Center at CSU Fullerton will share their ideas and tactics for 
collaborative programming devoted to benefitting undocumented students.  
 
Creating Inclusive Paid Fellowship Programs, Regardless of Immigration Status  
Nancy Jodiatis, Estefania Hermosillo - Immigrants Rising 
 
This presentation will provide an overview of fellowships that are often used in higher 
educational contexts to support students in their studies and/or professional development, and 
which can provide a sum of money. The presenters will discuss best practices for creating 
“inclusive” fellowships that are available for all students regardless of immigration status. They 
will also discuss a sample fellowship announcement and a sample fellowship agreement. 
 
Health and Wellness for All: Creating a System of Support for Unaccompanied Immigrant 
Youth (UIY) in Schools and Districts  
Jasmine Gonzalez, Jennifer Chavez-Buey - Alameda County, Center for Healthy Schools and 
Communities 
 



 

With nearly 3000 unaccompanied immigrant youth (UIY), Alameda County has the second 
highest number of UIY in California, the majority of whom are from Guatemala, El Salvador, 
Honduras and Mexico. UIY have migrated across borders, fleeing violence and/or extreme 
poverty in their home countries. In this workshop, the presenters will discuss the conditions that 
impelled this unprecedented increase in youth immigrants, the challenges faced by both 
newcomer students and school systems, and the coordinated, school-based response in Alameda 
County that builds on their inherent resilience and strengths. Presenters will discuss what is 
known about this unique population, and will share lessons learned about taking a 
comprehensive, systems-based approach to building a community of support – building on the 
young people’s natural resiliency and linking to school and community resources. The response 
has included an extensive partnership between the County’s Health Department (Center for 
Healthy Schools and Communities – CHSC), school districts, school health centers, and a vast 
network of community based organizations providing health, behavioral health, academic, youth 
development, legal, and other basic needs services. 
 
Empowering Immigrant Students: Accessing Resources through Informed Immigrant for 
Holistic Student Support 
 
Ali Procopio & Jack Mejía-Cuéllar, FWD.us 
 
FWD.us is a bipartisan political organization focused on immigration and criminal justice 
reform. The organization believes that America’s families, communities, and economy thrive 
when more individuals are able to achieve their full potential. Their work includes engaging in 
immigration advocacy at the state and federal levels to build a better system that will ensure 
communities thrive. FWD.us also builds online tools, such as Informed Immigrant, to empower 
all immigrants with the knowledge they need to keep themselves and their families safe. This 
presentation will bring together expertise from FWD.us’ University Program and Informed 
Immigrant resource hub to impart knowledge on how educators can access relevant resources 
to support undocumented students and community members. The presenters will touch on 
resources available to address mental health, various immigration programs including DACA 
and TPS, campus and community safety, and career opportunities. They will also share 
information gathered from undocumented students about what resources they value on their 
campuses and what types of support they would like to see implemented in schools at every 
level in education.   
 
Thriving and not just Surviving: Introducing a Workbook to Help DREAMers Thrive in College 
In Progress: Marcela Pattinson and Linda Vargas - Washington State University 
 
Empowerment and Self-Advocacy: Civic Engagement in the Undocumented Community 
Jeanne Tran-Martin, Martha Zavala-Perez - CSU Fullerton 
 
This session will explore how government relations offices can work with undocumented 
student resource centers to develop civic engagement efforts that help support undocumented 
communities on campus. The Director of Government Relations and Advocacy at CSU Fullerton 
as well as the Coordinator of the Titan Dreamer Resource Center will lead the discussion. Their 



 

goal is to identify ways in which campuses can provide opportunities for undocumented 
students to engage in civic engagement efforts as a means for their self-advocacy and 
community empowerment. 
 
 
Sierra College Undocumented Student Center Paid Internship Program  
Marisela Hernandez, Shannon Wells - Sierra College 
 
This session will introduce best practices for building paid internship opportunities for 
undocumented students and students from mixed status families within community college 
settings. The presenters will discuss how they developed such opportunities at Sierra College in 
collaboration with the Undocumented Student Center, Career and Transfer Connections office, 
and office of Financial Aid. The Sierra College model is based on a ‘guided pathways approach’ 
that seeks to close success and equity gaps among underserved and/or underrepresented 
student populations. Best practices in this model focus on expanding learning experiences 
related to students’ field of study (major) and career goals. The internship program aims to help 
students gain professional experience in their career field, develop industry skills that can be 
used on a resume, meet and network with experienced industry professionals and apply 
classroom learning to real-life situations. The presenters will discuss collaborating with on-
campus departments and local nonprofit organizations to expose students to diverse career 
paths. With these opportunities, students set professional learning goals and earn academic 
credit while being mentored by an internship site supervisor and a Sierra College Instructor. 
This paid internship model is accessible to all students regardless of whether they have a Social 
Security Number. 
 
Self-Advocacy, Agency, and Activism: Developing the National Campaign to Restore DACA's 
Advance Parole  
Armando Vazquez-Ramos (Chair), Lidieth Arevalo Hernandez, Miriam Delgado, and Citlalli 
Ortiz – CSU Long Beach; Mayra Garibo – CSU Dominguez Hills; Alejandra Garcia - CSU 
Sacramento  
 
This presentation will feature five Dreamers who will discuss their personal stories, and how 
they have managed their mental health well-being through activism. They will discuss the 
racialized experience of DACA recipients and how they have been impacted during the current 
socio-political climate that is explicitly racist toward the immigrant community. The 
presentation will also inform the audience about the progress of the National Campaign to 
Restore DACA’s Advance Parole and significant accomplishments through student’s self-
advocacy, agency and activism. The purpose of the presentation is to: 1) convey personal 
stories of undocumented individuals who have navigated the educational system in California, 
2) share how they have developed agency, resilience, and empowerment by organizing the 
National Campaign to Restore DACA’s Advance Parole and 3) share how they have safeguarded 
their mental health well-being while they advocate. 
 
 



 

Strategic Communications: How Can We Tell Stories and Shape Messages to Inspire Others to 
Act?   
Rocio Diaz, California Immigrant Policy Center 
 
In this crucial time for immigrant communities, communication is an essential element of any 
campaign or joint effort. This interactive training will introduce attendees to key concepts in 
framing, storytelling, and messaging, as well as explore key messages to advance immigrant 
rights. The workshop is designed to boost communications capacity and infrastructure for 
immigrant communities. 
 
Guia a la Identidad  
Adriana Martinez & Marisol Beas - La Familia Counseling Center, Sacramento 
 
How do undocumented Latinx students build self-awareness and decolonize their relationships? 
This session will explore how personal and social relationships have been influenced by systems 
of power and institutional privilege. Audience members will examine discourses of 
undocumented Latinx immigrants, which have often times been written and portrayed without 
their voices. Student participants will engage in activities to deconstruct and reclaim their own 
narratives as undocumented Latinx immigrants. This interactive workshop includes activities 
that help “validate our existence”—which is to say, the undocumented Latinx experience. 
Ultimately, the workshop will help students build self-awareness and nurture the concept of 
decolonizing relationships with oneself and/or the larger society.  
 
Finding Agency through Social Media  
Laura Barreto, Viridiana Prado - CSU Fullerton 
 
The goal of this session is to explore how social media can be utilized as a means for 
representing and empowering undocumented youth. The presenters will discuss applying 
Yosso’s model of “Community Cultural Wealth” to develop a newsletter and Instagram for their 
undocumented resource center on campus, which has as its aim to showcase stories of 
students and other immigrant community members. This platform helps highlight outstanding 
individuals and their achievements in the community, allowing students to be recognized for 
their resiliency. Students can either submit their own stories or they can nominate others to 
recognize their resilience and empowerment—which further contributes to building agency 
through social media. 
 
Upholding Legal Protections for Undocumented Students  
In Progress: Marcus Tang, California Rural Legal Assistance Foundation 
 


