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Nataly Perez 
Being a first-generation student can come with challenges as 

well as rewards. I have lived in Stockton for as long as I can 

remember. While I was in high school, I would do agricultural 

work with my mom during my summer vacation. I have learned 

that perseverance and dedication can go a long way. I came to 

Sacramento State not knowing what I was going to major in, 

now here I am… in my last semester and so close to obtaining 

my undergrad in Communication Studies with a concentration 

in Public Relations. STINGERS UP! 

 

 

Erick Garcia-Aldana  
My name is Erick Garcia-Aldana. I come from a migrant farming 

background in the Salinas Valley. I graduated from Sacramento 

State in 2017 in Ethnic Studies and currently finishing up my 

Master's Program in Higher Education Leadership & Policy. My 

goal is to provide academic advising, career counseling, and life 

mentorship to first-generation undergraduate students who 

oftentimes come from low-income and historically marginalized 

communities. Regardless of socio-economic status, I believe 

that every student has the inherent potential to achieve their 

life-long goals. My focus is to become a higher education leader 

that is capable of effectively leading and improving higher 

education systems for underrepresented and low-income 

groups of all racial and socio-economic backgrounds. 
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Daisy Pantoja  
My name is Daisy Pantoja, and I'm 21 years old. I am a first-

generation college student with proud Mexican roots. I am bi-

literate in Spanish, and I enjoy speaking my beautiful language 

in State and National Fiestas Patrias Beauty Pageants across the 

United States and impromptu speeches. I was born and raised 

in the central valley. I received my Associates in 

Communication Studies and transferred with my ADT to the 

California State University, Sacramento. I have a passion for a 

mentor and educate students and individuals on education, 

finance, investments, business, and life purposes. More than 

ever, I feel aligned with my goal of helping educate. It brings 

me happiness in helping others and being part of EOP as an 

Instructional Student Assistant. In my free time, I enjoy self-

improvement towards exercising my body or seeking 

knowledge through listening to motivational videos, listening to 

podcasts, and reading. 

 

 

Darsha Naidu  
My name is Darsha Naidu and I am a 4th year Biochemistry 

major at Sacramento State University. As a first-generation 

college student, I joined many programs and clubs to help guide 

me through my college years. Some of those programs and 

clubs include: Full Circle Project, Full Circle Project Student 

Association, McNair Scholars Program, and Chemistry Club. I 

plan on conducting research and attending graduate school in 

the future. Some of my hobbies include playing tennis, going on 

walks, playing board games with my family, and watching 

Netflix. This is my 3rd year as an ISA, and I love working with 

first year students. It is a rewarding job, and it shows how much 

of an impact we make in these students' lives. 
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Maria Sandoval  
My name is Maria Sandoval. I was born and raised in a small 

town called Galt. I’m a first-generation college student. Being a 

first- generation college student can make the process of 

transitioning from high school to college a bit more challenging. 

That is why I am extremely thankful for programs like 

Educational Opportunity Program and College Assistant 

Migrant Program who provide a support system for students 

like myself. I am currently pursuing a Bachelor’s degree in 

Nutrition and Food with the hopes of one day becoming a 

Clinical Nutritionist. And I want to continue my education by 

obtaining a Master’s Degree in Public Health 


