
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The University Foundation at Sacramento State 
Board of Directors Meeting  

Thursday, May 31, 2018 | 12:00-2:00 p.m. 
Riverview Hall 

 
Members Present: 
Robert S. Nelsen, President 
Pam Stewart, Chair 
Margot Bach 
Craig Barth 
Bernice Bass de Martinez 
David Bugatto  
Sonney Chong  
Mark Drobny  
Roxanne Elliott 
Al Frisone 
Paul Lau 
Mike Lee  
Garry Maisel 
Tracy Newman 
Alice Perez  
Holly Tiche 
Tina Treis 
 
Members Absent: 
Noel Mora 
Cory Parish 
Gary Quattrin  

Guests: 
Lisa Cardoza, President’s Office 
Jeannie Wong, University Communications 
Sharon Takeda, Annual Giving 
Lori Bachand, Comprehensive Campaign 
Jennifer Navarro, Development 
Tess Dyer, Development 
Shante Johnson, Development 
Suzette Riddle, Development 
Lisa Woodard-Mink, Advancement Services 
Whitney Fulton, The Phoenix Philanthropy Group 
 
Advancement Staff: 
Tatiana Azad 
Brittney Wheaton 

 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

1. Call to order and adoption of May 31, 2018 Board Meeting Agenda—Stewart  
a. The meeting was called to order at 12:03 p.m. 
b. There were no public comments. 

2. Consent Calendar—Stewart  
a. The minutes of the February 28, 2018 board meeting and the financial reports 

ending March 31, 2018 were unanimously approved (Chong/Bach). 
  



3. President’s Report—Nelsen 
a. ASI declared April 5 as Robert S. Nelsen Day, they awarded him with an honorary 

plaque. 
b. California State budget presents challenges that could result in a $5 million dollar 

shortage campus-wide which would cut 3% from all colleges/divisions. Academic 
Affairs and University Advancement will have a 2.4% cut. If approved, a proposal to 
expand the budget would be allocated for new buildings. 

c. During President Nelsen’s 3 years at Sacramento State, over 160 new faculty and 
staff have been hired.  

d. The Dale and Katy Carlsen Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship is 
sponsoring a campus-wide pitch competition between all colleges. The top students 
selected from each college will participate in a summer boot camp. The Director for 
the Center, Katherine Cota was hired. She has 21 years of experience in this area 
including years of running the John Pappajohn Entrepreneurial Center. 

e. The new Parking Structure V is open and cleared for use. 
f. The next 2 big projects are building new residence halls and expansion of the WELL. 
g. 6,600 students graduated from the recent successful commencement ceremonies. A 

new program was used to display students’ names on the Jumbotron. Sac State is 
currently at a 14% graduation rate for students completing their degree in four years, 
up from 8% last year.  

h. Jody Nelsen and Herkey the Hornet will participate in “Over the Edge” at Residence 
Inn on June 8, 2018. 

4. Committee Reports 
a. Planned Giving Update—Drobny 

i. Mark Drobny provided an update of the most recent planned giving 
commitments. 

b. Executive Committee—Stewart 
i. The Operating Budget for Fiscal Year 2018-19 was unanimously approved 

(Treis/Stewart). 
1. The committee will look into a new policy that caps the dollar 

amount of the beginning fund balance.  
ii. The motion to approve the use of daily parking permits with an option to 

continue with annual passes for the board was unanimously approved 
(Maisel/Perez). 

iii. Pam Stewart reported about her participation in the CSU Foundation 
Leadership Summit that she, Holly and Al attended in April. She believes that 
it is beneficial for board members to attend every year. 

iv. Craig Barth reported on the postponement of administrative and accounting 
services migration from University Enterprises, Inc. to Financial Services 
Administration until Fall 2018.  

v. President Nelsen announced the retirement of Mike Lee. Stacy Hayano will 
be the interim CFO. 

vi. Ms. Stewart announced Bill Campbell’s retirement from the board. 
 



c. Finance Committee—Treis 
i. Tina Treis provided an overview of the Sand Hill Global Advisors’ 

investment and financial report. The board discussed the possibility of 
having more aggressive investments. 

ii. The motion to transfer $20,000 from the Paschal Monk Endowment’s 
expenditure account back to the endowment account was approved 
unanimously (Treis/Frisone). 

d. Governance Committee—Tiche/Treis 
i. Holly Tiche gave an overview of the Bylaws revision:  

1. Who we are? Working board or philanthropic? 
2. Size: Board is capped at 25 currently. Recommended: minimum 11 

members; maximum 35. 
3. Term limits: Board has no term limits currently. Recommended: 

members can choose to serve up to three (3) terms consisting of 
three (3) years each – totalling nine (9) years.  

4. Recommendation to create an Emeritus Organization/Board.  
5. Officer terms: two (2) years; and changing the name from “CFO” to 

“Treasurer.” 
6. Recommendation of holding meetings three (3) times a year with a 

holiday gathering versus four (4) times a year. 
7. The Board Assessment process will include personal goals for each 

member. 
ii. The bylaws will be brought back for board approval at the retreat in 

September.  Board members were encouraged to participate in the 
committee. 

iii. Ms. Stewart and Dr. Bass de Martinez discussed their experience with Bob 
MacIntosh, a prospective board member, at a luncheon. President Nelsen 
spoke highly of his character and the value of having a variety of board 
members in geographic locations outside of the Sacramento region. The 
motion to elect Bob Macintosh as the newest board member was 
unanimously approved (Bugatto/Bass de Martinez). 

e. Audit Committee—Perez  
i. Alice Perez reported on the progress of the 2018 tax returns and also spoke 

about the transition from UEI to the campus financial system.  
f. Alumni Association Report—Bach 

i. Margot Bach gave a report on the Alumni Association’s growth in number of 
active chapters. The  Distinguished Alumni Awards dinner will take place on 
Thursday September 27, 2018. 

ii. President Nelsen spoke about moving Annual Giving out of Alumni 
Relations and appointing Sharon Takeda to coordinate the Annual Giving 
activities under University Advancement. 

  



g. Student Update—Nelsen 
i. President Nelsen presented on behalf of Noel Mora. ASI elections resulted in 

a new governing board for the 2018-2019 year. Current acting ASI President 
is Noel Mora who was sworn in on May 31, 2018. 

5. Advancement and Campaign Updates 
a. Marketing/Communications Update—Wong 

i. Jeannie Wong spoke about Sac State magazine and introduced the new 
interactive website. The online publication contains current up-to-date 
stories, links to videos, and a variety of outlets to provide customized giving. 

b. Campaign Update—Bachand 
i. Mr. Frisone  introduced Lori Bachand as the permanent Campaign Director. 

Lori spoke about the progress of the Campaign reaching 37.5% progress of 
overall goal and ~$75M raised.   

c. Annual Giving Program—Takeda 
i. Sharon Takeda introduced a new Annual Giving Program and spoke about 

opportunities of increasing donations and awareness. She emphasized that 
Annual Giving can be the starting point for major gifts in the future, 
targeting donors based on their interests. 

ii. Al Frisone proposed the idea of developing a Leadership Giving Society to 
recognize people who donate $2,000 or more and asked board bembers to 
share their ideas on possible naming opportunities. 

6. Meeting adjourned at 2:34 p.m. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_____________________________                                                               

Brittney Wheaton for Holly Tiche, Secretary, The University Foundation at Sacramento State 

 

 


